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Early Brain Development

- Understanding Brain Structure

Parts of the Brain
-» Thalamus . * Brain stem
s Spinal cord * Cerebrum
* Pituitary gland * Cerebellum

Controls involuntary activities such as breathing.

Directs motor activities.

Controls the way emotions are expressed.
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Coordinates the activities of the two sides of the body.

Secretes hormones that regulate growth.

Controls functions such as speech and memory.

Controls muscular coordination, balance, and posturé.

Controls siniple reflexes that do not involve the brain.

The cortex is the outer layer of this part of the brain.
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Releases hormones that control metabolism and sexual development.

(Continued on next page)
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