Dear Parent,



RESEARCH  PAPER  PROJECT  (rev. 08/15)

This research paper is the most important English assignment that your child will have this year.  Although it is large, we take it one step at a time, piece by piece, over nearly the entire semester.  Your child needs to take this seriously, as big points are given for meeting deadlines, the first draft, and the final draft.  The final draft will also count as a percentage of the FINAL EXAM grade.  So, you can see how important this paper is! Please continue to ask your child to see his/her progress on this throughout the semester, read the plagiarism policy on the back of this page, and sign at the bottom for your student to return it to me.  THANKS!
Students:  Refer back to the RESEARCH PAPER INSTRUCTIONS document often.  It is your TEXTBOOK throughout the project.  Keep 
checking back with it, because most of the questions you will have will be answered there.

SUGGESTED MATERIALS: A flash drive, used continuously to back up your work.
LENGTH:  Paper should be 1200 words minimum;  1500 maximum.

YOU MUST DO ONE.  There are many deadline points that add up during the project.  Also, the First Submission is worth 150 points, and failure to do a first submission will result in a 20% reduction of the final paper grade.  The Final Paper is worth 300 points;  the final paper will also be a percentage of your final exam grade.  So, as you can see, failure to do one will most likely end up in failure for the quarter and the semester!

SOURCES:  You must get your material from a minimum of  5 sources, properly 
listed in bibliographic form.

CITING SOURCES:  You must properly put in-text citations in your paper, on virtually every paragraph.  This is where you give credit to the sources that you got your information from.  There is information later in the Research Paper Instructions which shows you proper citation form, as well as how to set up a Works Cited Page.  Failure to cite sources is a form of plagiarism.
PLAGIARISM:  This comes in several forms, all of which are serious business with serious consequences.  We will talk about the various forms of plagiarism on the back of this document and throughout the project, but know now that: 


1) plagiarism by omission, such as not properly citing sources, will significantly lower your grade, and… 


2) plagiarism that appears as your work, such as having someone else do your paper or COPYING FROM SOURCES with little or no changes, puts you at risk of getting a zero for the whole project, and has many other consequences also!
This is a FORMAL PAPER, meaning typed on a Pages document with all formal typing and writing rules applied.  Since it is a paper to be graded, it must be double spaced.  Both submissions are to be typed on Pages and submitted as a PDF.  
You will have a minimum of 30 NOTE SLIDES (Keynote). These slides will contain both passages from your source, as well as paraphrased summaries of those passages.  This information will later be used in your paper as either direct quotes (don’t use very many of these) or as information to expand upon as you paraphrase. 
RESEARCH:  Most of your research will be by computer, but there may also be some hard-copy sources that are valuable.  Hard-copy info must be photo-copied and available for review if asked. There will be suggested websites, as well as sites that you find on your own.  You must keep good source citations, including web addresses, and be prepared to produce your sources at any time if asked.
Back it up!  You will create a separate folder on your desktop just for this paper.  Put everything related to this paper in it.  Each day slide that folder into a flash drive or your H-drive on the school server.  You are responsible for having this backed up!
Plagiarism in Language Arts Papers

All types of plagiarism are serious business, but consequences vary according to the type and intent of the violator.  

1) Plagiarism by omission. This type of plagiarism would include:

· Not placing a citation in the right location

· Making an incorrect citation

· Missing bibliography, Works Cited Page, or in-text citations.  This would be an “omission” violation ONLY if it is clear that you intended the work to be credited to another, but just didn’t cite it.   

· Discipline:  Loss of points on assignment and, if there is a later submission, loss of MAJOR points if not corrected.

2) Plagiarism that appears as your work.  This moves beyond the argument of “mistake”.  You will be questioned, parents will be contacted, and more serious discipline will be enacted.  This type of plagiarism would include:

· Not giving credit to the source of information, making it appear as though this was your work.

· Having someone else do some or all of your work for you.

· Copying someone else’s work

· Buying or stealing work off of the internet

· Using significant portions of the wording from a source as your words in a paper.  This would include the obvious use of someone else’s vocabulary, taking sentences and rearranging the order, and/or changing a few insignificant words but leaving the rest. 

· Discipline:  All plagiarism that appears as your work will be filed with the assistant principal, and parents will be contacted.  Student Services will keep the violation on record, and any future plagiarism could result in the failure of a class for the grading period.  

· Depending upon the results of an investigation, the teacher may choose to give a zero to a first submission and/or final paper.  A student may or may not be allowed to turn in a final paper for reduced credit.  Teacher may choose to consult with other English teachers to determine discipline.  Future English teachers will likely know that you have already plagiarized a paper.

· Your teacher will also advise the National Honor Society as to the worthiness of current members or future nominees.  It is likely that a significant plagiarism incident will remove nominees from consideration, and that current members will be put on probation or removed from membership altogether.

Let’s face it, it’s not worth it!  Make up your mind that your work will be written and submitted with integrity.
Having read the above plagiarism policy, we state here that we understand and will abide by this policy.  We understand that student plagiarism could lead to reduced grades as well as denial of, probation in, and/or suspension from National Honor Society. 
Print Student Name: __________________________   Student Signature:______________________________

Parent/Guardian Name: ________________________  Parent Guardian Signature: ______________________
