Writing a LITERARY ANALYSIS (Honors Author Research Project)   Name_________________________

Your Research Paper will be made up of three main parts:  1) biography;  2) critiques from other writers about your author and his/her work in general;  3) a literary analysis from you over the work(s) you’ve read from your author, specific to your book.  


This handout is designed to help you with #3.  Since your literary analysis is not a paper by itself, but rather part of a larger paper, you will need to use transitional wording to take your reader smoothly from (1) biography to (2) the critiques of others to (3) your analysis.  

Example of transition from (2) to (3):  

Although Twain is often recognized as a humorist, his best works go far beyond the jovial.  As I read The Adventures of Huckleberry Finn, it became evident quickly that his humor was intentionally satirical and filled with a social conscience which educated America at the same time as it entertained it.


You would then go on from here with paragraphs that support the thesis (in bold) above, that Twain not only was funny, but he taught America social and moral lessons by giving satirical examples of American characters and settings.


NOTE:  A literary analysis focuses only on the thesis.  You do not wander off into plot description unless it serves the purpose of illustrating your thesis.
What is a Literary Analysis?  


* It is NOT a response of personal feelings about a work.


* It is NOT a review which discusses what is worth reading.


* It is NOT a detail-by-detail plot summary.


* It IS your thoughtful interpretation or understanding of certain aspects of a literary work.

How to start:  The real challenge is to come up with ideas for things about the work that you’d like to explore. Examples: Describe the author’s purpose for writing a novel; comment on the development of characters in a short story or play;  show how a writer develops certain images in a poem;  compare specific elements or techniques used in several poems of the same author;  highlight the manner in which an author develops a universal theme...  There are many more possibilities, some of which are listed on page 3 of this document.

Note:  You may use ideas/concepts/commentaries from others who comment on your book.  But you MUST follow two rules: 1) Give credit to and CITE the originators of these ideas, and 2) Use them lightly; in other words, give credit to them and their ideas, but be sure that the bulk of your analysis is from YOU as you expand upon the concepts that others give you. 
Once you’ve chosen one or two items that you are going to analyze, fill in the following:

1.  Concept(s) that you are going to explore (specific to the work you read): ____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

2.  How can I make this a deeper, more thoughtful exploration? (historical context; social, political, economic contexts; ideology; use of literary elements, such as symbol, metaphor, genre, irony, point of view, characterization)  Explain here how you will use this with the concept(s) that you are going to explore. BEGIN WITH “I WILL …” ______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 3.  Now decide how you are going to provide each concept with several supporting details (SPECIFIC EXAMPLES FROM THE BOOK).  List each of these supporting details under their concepts:

Concept 1 ________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________



Support A___________________________________________________________________________


Support B __________________________________________________________________________


Support C___________________________________________________________________________

Concept 2_________________________________________________________________________________


____________________________________________________________________________________


Support A___________________________________________________________________________


Support B___________________________________________________________________________


Support C___________________________________________________________________________
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Example of Literary Analysis Development

Let’s assume that most of us have read the Mark Twain classics as children.  Who can forget the antics of Tom Sawyer, as he fooled his friends into doing his work, or as he “played” outlaw in dangerous ways?  As children, it is very easy for us to pass Twain off as the writer of kids’ adventure books.  Even as adults, it is very easy to see the comedy in his characters, and pass his works off as pure amusement.  But to the true student of Mark Twain, there is a depth of social conscience, shadowed but not hidden under the guise of “fun”.  In The Adventures of Huckleberry Finn, Twain’s satire speaks to the darker side of the American experience, even as he entertains us.

1.  Concept(s) that you are going to explore (specific to the work you read):

a. Twain has several characters who represent the worst prejudices and social weaknesses in our society

b. Twain creates settings which lend themselves to great satire about American society.

2.  How can I make this a deeper, more thoughtful exploration? (historical context; social, political, economic contexts; ideology; use of literary elements, such as symbol, metaphor, genre, irony, point of view, characterization)  Explain here how you will use this with the concept(s) that you are going to explore:

a.   Twain has several characters who represent the worst prejudices and social weaknesses in our society:  I will explore the economic, educational, and ideological attitudes (belief systems) of his characters. 

b. Twain creates settings which lend themselves to great satire about American society:  I will discuss and analyze the environments of the town and country settings, and their locations in the U.S.  I will discuss and analyze local color, vocabulary, and gullibility issues exposed by Twain.

3.  Now decide how you are going to provide each concept with several supporting details.  List each of these supporting details under their concepts:

Concept 1: Twain has several characters who represent the worst prejudices and social weaknesses in our society:  I will explore the economic, educational, and ideological attitudes (belief systems) of his characters. 

Support A  (For each of these support items, you need to find specific examples to illustrate your concept, as you have described it above).


Support B __________________________________________________________________________


Support C___________________________________________________________________________

Concept 2:  Twain creates settings which lend themselves to great satire about American society:  I will discuss and analyze the environments of the town and country settings, and their locations in the U.S.  I will discuss and analyze local color, vocabulary, and gullibility issues exposed by Twain.

Support A___________________________________________________________________________


Support B___________________________________________________________________________


Support C___________________________________________________________________________













page 3

Literary Analysis Concepts

What is a literary analysis paper?  

1. It is NOT a response of personal feelings about a work.

2. It is NOT a review which discusses what is worth reading.

3. It is NOT a detail-by-detail plot summary.
It IS your thoughtful interpretation or understanding of certain aspects of a literary work.

So, here are some examples of concepts that you could explore in your analysis of the work that you read.  Pick a couple, or come up with ones of your own, and write about them!

Theme:

· Is the author saying something about ambition or courage or greed or jealousy or happiness?

· Does it show what it’s like to experience racism, loneliness, etc?

· Is a statement being made about a specific historical even?

Characterization:

· How does the main character change from beginning to end?

· What forces or circumstances make a character change from beginning to end?

· What are some of the most revealing aspects of one of the characters?

· Does the main character have a confidant, someone he or she relies on?

Setting:  

· What effect does the setting have on the characters?

· Has the setting increased your knowledge of a specific time and place?

· Is (or was, for its time) the setting new and thought-provoking?

Style:

· How does the writing – descriptive phrases, comparisons, etc. – create a main feeling or tone in the story?

· Is dialogue or description used effectively?

· Is there an important symbol that adds meaning to the selection?

· Has special attention been given to figures of speech, like metaphors, similes, or personification?

