10 Honors Author Research Project

Below are the major divisions of this paper.  You are giving an overall picture of your chosen author and work that you have read.  Keep in mind that you need to be thorough in your coverage of information, but not too long on any one particular category.  I will count off for either too much repetitious or dull detail, as well as too little coverage or detail.

1. Introduction:  This should be directed toward all aspects of the paper, as you explore the life and work of the author.  Use basic rules (three parts of what makes a good introduction).  Remember:  The thesis at the end of your intro should address the entire paper.
2. Biographical Information on your author:  This will be the easiest to come up with.  Be thorough, but don’t overdo it.

3. Author’s Work and Style:  This should be based on critiques that you find from others who have written about your author and his/her work.  What do others say about your author?  What do they believe are the principle strengths/weaknesses of his/her writing?

4. Literary Analysis:  You will have a handout explaining how to analyze certain traits of the work that you read.  

5. Conclusion:  You will draw the entire paper to a close.  Again, you will probably use the three-part model of a good conclusion.  Be sure that it includes the paper as a whole, not just certain parts of it.

Don’t forget that moving from one of the above categories to another will require good transitional wording.  Smoothly move from one category to another in a way that bridges between one idea and the next.  Make your writing sound like one paper, not three separate subjects.

