Common Corrections:  Confidant in Great Expectations 
___ 1) Basic writing.  If you are having many corrections on things such as capital letters, repeated and obvious spelling errors, run-ons and comma splices (RO/CS), titles without italics or underlining, word processing format and look (spacing, margins, double-space, etc) then you are not doing Honors English work.

___ ) What is the actual assignment?  Is it to reveal and discuss a particular confidant, or is it to discuss the various ways this character functions in the work?  Your thesis, in the intro paragraph, needs to reflect this assignment.

___ ) Be sure that you can back up what you say.  Some of you make claims that clearly the book does not support:  “Joe was not in love with Pip’s sister.”

___ ) Repeated personal pronouns that confuse us as to who is being discussed:  “He went to Herbert to see if he could help him decipher the problem.”

___ ) Pick a topic for each body paragraph, and stick to it!  Paragraphs should start with a topic sentence, and logically discuss the same thing throughout the paragraph!

___ ) Be sure of your facts.  “Every book has a confidant.”

___ )  Be sure to give specific examples.  An essay full of general assertions that are not supported by relevant examples will not impress a grader. “Joe was a very good listener.  He would listen to Pip’s problems whenever Pip needed someone to listen to them.”

___ ) EFFORT.  A couple of you were obviously treating this as a light, quick assignment to do minimal effort on.  If this is your attitude, you are in the wrong class.

____) Avoid plot summary! I am not asking you to summarize Joe or Wemmick’s journey throughout the entire novel. 

